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High Legh Village Hall’s smart new kitchen!

Coffee and Friendship event on 19th January
Preschool 45th Birthday Celebration 29th January

Bowling Club AGM 19th February
10th High Legh Robert Moffat 10K Race 5th March

HLCO – Liverpool’s Eye in the Sky 9th March
Morris men at WI meeting 14th March

PTA Brain Teaser and Boogie 24th March

High Legh Community Association
THE VILLAGE HALL . WEST LANE . HIGH LEGH . NR KNUTSFORD . CHESHIRE
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The opinions expressed are those of contributors, and not necessarily those of HLCA.    
Jenny Pearce  Editor (01925 756171). jennifer.pearce@talktalk.net

Happy New Year to all new High Legh residents and readers 
of this Newsletter. 
There were gasps of surprise when Joyce Brow cut the ribbon at our Community Association 
AGM, and opened the doors to our new Village Hall kitchen. It looks so different in layout, 
lighting, flooring and equipment. We have addressed deep seated issues with plumbing, 
ventilation, heating, worktops and storage. We also wanted a kitchen that was easy to clean, 
to minimise our operational costs and keep charges to hall users as low as possible. After 
nearly 40 years with the old kitchen, and over 10,000 events offering refreshments, the time 
for change had come! So, it is ready for you – let’s PARTY!

In so many ways eating, drinking (and washing up) together helps build friendships. Lots of 
us have got to know our neighbours from activities in our Village Hall. It seemed very fitting to 
hold the new Coffee and Friendship morning shortly after the AGM. Over 60 residents came, 
some with help from Jeff of High Legh Community Transport, with his wheelchair accessible 
minibus. If you have been stuck at home, and would like to get out and have a chat, there 
will be another opportunity on 19th January. Give Doreen a ring on 754818 for help with 
transport.

There are lots of sport, dance and exercise opportunities in High Legh. Our village hall is 
building a great reputation as THE place for dance and exercise classes with a comfortable 
airy hall, spotlessly clean wooden floor, comfortable chairs (when you need a rest) good 
access for music systems, free parking, nice toilets and the kitchen for refreshments. So do 
make use of the opportunities, and encourage more classes to come to and flourish in High 
Legh.

You can always be an event organiser yourself – perhaps hire the Village Hall and work with 
your friends to create some fun events! Our Community Association is a charity which works 
with others to create events for residents of all ages. We operate and improve the Village 
Hall, to provide a facility for organisations and families to use as your meeting place, dance, 
party, training or sales event venue.

This Newsletter is written, published and delivered to High Legh homes, through the 
voluntary efforts of members of the High Legh Community. It aims to keep residents informed 
about the breadth of activities that take place within our village. We have moved to full colour 
printing, so your photos and advertisements can be printed and seen on www.highlegh.org.
uk. Thank you to all contributors, advertisers and distributors. If you have information about 
a local social event or news that may be of interest to High Legh people, and you would like 
it to go onto that website, or this Newsletter email jennifer.pearce@talktalk.net   or ring me. 
You can also “like” High Legh Community Association on Facebook and receive “What’s On” 
emails by sending your address to highleghvillage@gmail.com

The deadline for the Spring Newsletter is: Sunday 26th March, 2017 
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ORCHARD SERVICE STATION LTD

OAK TREE GARAGE
WARRINGTON ROAD

HIGH LEGH
WA16 0RT

(NEXT TO BEARS PAW PUB)

SERVICING

TEL 01925 755516

TYRES

EXHAUSTS

BATTERY

MOT

BRAKES

SMC Heating & Plumbing

Gas Safe Registered
Call 01925 755915 or 0778 999 1743

All makes of Gas Boiler Service and Repairs
Landlord Gas Safety Inspections
Reliable and Trustworthy Engineer
Legionella Risk Assessments

Serving South Manchester 
and Cheshire
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Thank you to everyone who came to our first Coffee & Friendship morning and a special 
thanks to all the helpers and bakers. It was great to see so many people there and what a 
lovely atmosphere there was.

A lady from Cheshire East Council came along and afterwards said “what an amazing turn 
out and what a wonderful friendly community you are. It was a pleasure to meet so many 
lovely people and there is a fantastic community spirit in High Legh!” Thank you to High 
Legh Community Association for funding this first event and to Jeff Evans from High Legh 
Community Transport for providing transport for some people.

There were many requests to repeat this so we will be organising another one on Thursday, 
19 January at 11.00 a.m. at the Village Hall. If you would like transport, please contact 
Doreen on 754818.

Trish Adams and Doreen Walker.

200 Club Winners  – 2nd draw, 31/12/2016

£75 122 Enid Smith      £50 124 A. Kenyon      £25 173 S. Williams
£25 82 J. Brow      £25 179 M. Barnfield

Coffee & Friendship



©High Legh Community Association 2017          Page 7 ©High Legh Community Association 2017          Page 6 

HIGH LEGH SCARECROW WEEKEND
13th / 14th May 2017

Call Gail on 07557 678977  
email Gail on - gail.coenen@btinternet.com

The Community Association are 
organising another scarecrow 
weekend next year - put the date in 
your diary and invite your friends to 
stay - there will be loads going on!

But...
We need 

scarecrows!  
Lots of them!!

Register your interest in building a 
scarecrow now. Call, text or e mail 
Gail. There will be a scarecrow 
building workshop - for beginners 
and advance makers next year.

and... There will be a wonderful old London bus to take 
people around and about - so you can build a 
scarecrow where ever you are in the Parish!

For more info contact Gail on 07557 678977 or email gail.coenen@btinternet.com
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SOCIAL ACTIVITIES
High Legh Photographic Competition & Exhibition 2016 
We had a large number of photographs entered in the competition categories and some 
very interesting entries in the Exhibition Category “from the Attic”. All the photographs were 
on display in the Village Hall which was open for viewing on Sunday 16th October from 
11am to 3pm with the prize giving at 1 pm. There was an additional display from High Legh 
Community Observatory. Light refreshments were served throughout the day.
Thank you to all our generous sponsors who helped make this event a success. Winners 
were: Gail Coenen - Holidays, Babies and Nature –Other; Karl Heath - People and Open; 
Bill Tampkin – Selfies and Nature Animals; Dafydd Thomas – Reflections; Jess Coenen – 
Structure, Susan Barlow High Legh and Cheshire;
Esme Louise Stevens – U15s Open.

Christmas Show 
On Sunday 18th December the young children of the Knutsford Youth Musical Theatre put 
on a very enjoyable performance titled Christmas by the Fireside. This was a compilation 
of Christmas songs, dance and readings rounded off by the Twelve Days of Christmas with 
enthusiastic audience participation.

Christmas Farmers Market 
On Saturday December 18th the High Legh Community Association hosted a Farmer’s 
Market. The Hall was full of stalls selling home grown produce, fresh meats, bread, cakes, 
craft items and much more including a stall hosted by the Mother’s Union selling delicious 
homemade cakes. There was a coffee van for refreshments, and tables and chairs in the 
Village Hall to rest and chat between shopping. Many of the stall holders are regulars at 
Abbey Leys Farmers Market. The event was a huge success which we hope to repeat.

Sunday Teas
Sunday Teas - will start again on 
April 16th, Easter Sunday with 
the Community Association hosting 
this first Teas, followed by local groups 
and organisations throughout the 
summer. We are all looking forward to 
using our lovely new kitchen which has 
been partly funded by money raised at 
Sunday Teas.

High Legh Sunday Teas are well 
known for the quality of the homemade 
cakes and sandwiches and friendly 
service so do come along and enjoy them. All the profits raised by the CA from running 
Sunday Teas go towards Village Hall improvements.

Trish Adams Social Committee Chair - Telephone 755983For more info contact Gail on 07557 678977 or email gail.coenen@btinternet.com
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Village Hall Management Committee
The new kitchen is now open to all users and compared to the previous design…..well there 
is no comparison! It is lighter and brighter, has more storage space and work surfaces, better 
equipment and lighting and a much improved work flow with the huge central island. The 
kitchen may be open but it is not complete and will remain a ‘work in progress’ for some 
time to come. As users (especially Sunday Teas users) get to grips with the new layout 
and facilities, we expect them to ask for changes and fixes, which we will endeavour to 
implement. It is totally usable but there is always room for improvement.

I am indebted to the Kitchen Team for all their ideas and hard work (under the project 
management of Colin Carter) that made the new kitchen possible. We also thank our builder 
Bryan Field, who along with Phil the Plumber, made an excellent job of fitting the new kitchen 
and to Ben Entwistle for doing such a brilliant job on the electrics. We are also grateful to 
Veolia Environmental Trust for a grant of £7200 and to our own Parish Council for their 
contribution of £5000, which made the whole project viable.

We can’t let 2016 go without thanking the WI for their continued work on keeping the rockery 
garden weed-free and looking colourful and resplendent. We also would like to thank 
Stuart Jackson for supplying the hanging baskets that adorn the Village Hall throughout the 
Summer and Autumn, and to Rod Elbourn who designed and built the lectern we used at our 
AGM.

In 2017, we are planning to paint the outside of the Village Hall and to renovate the floors in 
the Main Hall and Side Hall. We have a number of other ideas but it is a case of ‘watch this 
space’.

And finally…
Contact Helen Wright on 07703 194052 or drop an email to highleghvhall@live.co.uk and 
arrange to have a look round and see how the Village Hall can meet your needs. You may be 
pleasantly surprised. Special rates are available for High Legh residents and charities.

Mike Walker
Chair of Village Hall Management Committee (mikebradfordwalker@gmail.com)

HELP 
NEEDED

The Community Association Committee is run by a small 
number of dedicated volunteers and we are all getting older! 
We would love to have some help with baking and serving at 
the three Community Association Sunday Teas we are hosting 
this year. It’s a great way to meet people and/or practice your 
baking skills. If you are interested then please contact Trish 
Adams on 01925 755983 or email trishhlca@gmail.com.
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Grants 
In 2016 HLCA was pleased to support High Legh Bowling Club, Youth Project, Tennis Club 
and Community Observatory upgrade their clubhouses or buy specialist equipment. They 
are all welcome to apply again in 2017, as indeed are other High Legh voluntary groups, 
however we must emphasize that our funds can only be used to benefit High Legh residents.  

The Sports, Education and Recreation grants (SER) are made to facilitate the first of our 
two charitable objectives:- “to promote the benefit of the inhabitants of High Legh, without 
distinction of sex, political religious or other opinions, by associating the local authorities, 
voluntary organisations and inhabitants in a common effort to advance education and to 
provide facilities in the interests of social welfare for recreation and leisure-time occupation 
with the object of improving the conditions of life for the said inhabitants”.
Grants will normally be made of up to £250. Priority is given to applications that maximise the 
benefits to as many High Legh residents as possible. 

Application Process
Written applications (to Treasurer, Su Carter, hlcaserf@gmail.com or High Legh Village Hall) 
deadlines 28th February or 30th June. The level of grant awarded will be notified within 45 
days of these dates.  Applications must satisfy the objectives of the HLCA Constitution, and 
applicants should provide evidence that their proposed expenditure offers good value for 
money and delivers identified benefits. The CA Council decision is final.  There is no appeal 
process. Groups can normally only submit one application in any calendar year.

Where does the money come from?
The grants are funded from part of the net profit from events organised by HLCA Social 
Committee.  The amount available for grants is determined at each year-end.  The fund can 
be withdrawn at any time if the CAC needs to reallocate funds to its second objective (the 
Village Hall) in accordance with its Deed of Trust and lease requirements.

AGM
Some 30 residents attended the meeting which reviewed the activities and accounts for 
2015/6.  Meeting handouts and slides are on www.highlegh.org.uk.  Officers elected were: 
Trish Adams – Chair of Social Committee and Co-chair, Mike Walker - Chair of Village Hall 
Management Committee and Co-chair, Gail Coenen - Co-chair, Su Carter -Treasurer of 
HLCA and VHMC, Jenny Pearce – Secretary HLCA, HLCA Council Members Joe Edwards, 
Chris Marsland, Arthur Wardell (for St John’s), Julie Morton (For PC).  VHMC Members Colin 
Carter, Chris Marsland, Joe Edwards (for CA), Julie Morton and Tim Harrison (for PC), Helen 
Wright - Village Hall Manager.  
The meeting warmly thanked Fiona Martin for her many years as HLCA Trustee and Council 
Member.  Mike Walker and Colin Carter were thanked for all their very intensive and skilful 
voluntary work on the Kitchen Upgrade.  Joyce Brow kindly opened the new kitchen, Wow!

HIGH LEGH COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION (HLCA)
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Little Acorns Babes & Toddler Group
High Legh Village Hall  
10-12 noon each Wednesday (term time).

HAPPY NEW YEAR to one & all
As many of you will be aware, unfortunately Little Acorns has not been meeting at the 
Village Hall since the October half term. You may have seen our requests for assistance 
with the administration and governance of the group in recent Parish Magazines & in 
the last CA Newsletter, and we are still hopeful that someone (or group of people) will be 
in a position to fulfil the roles and requirements in order that Little Acorns will have the 
opportunity to resume and continue to meet in the future.

In the meantime, despite not holding our regular sessions at the Village Hall, we did 
have a lovely time when we met just before Christmas for our Toddler Nativity at St 
John’s Church. There was much excitement as we searched for the wonderful knitted 
characters that were ‘hiding’ around the Church, before sitting down and building up the 
Nativity Scene as we listened once more to the account of Jesus’ birth. We ‘followed the 
Star to Bethlehem’ and joined together in lots of singing, actions & prayers and we even 
managed to find time to do some festive colouring and make some shiny ‘baubles’ for 
our Christmas Trees. Our thanks go to all involved.

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to thank not only those who attended 
Little Acorns over the years, but also everyone who has supported us in others ways in 
the past. It has been a lovely group and a pleasure getting to know so many families, 
witnessing the start and growth of lasting friendships and sharing in the development of 
all the youngsters. 

With best wishes for the year ahead - Jane x

If anyone is able to offer assistance to the Group or would like more information, 
please contact Jane on 01925-754186/07788-247901, or email jane.jesudason@
btinternet.com

Little Acorns is a ’not for profit’ group organised and run entirely by volunteers 
for parents and carers of children 0-3+ years old. Concessions are available for 
families who would like to attend, but who might struggle with the session fees. 
Please speak to Jane, in confidence, for more information. 

NO SESSIONS UNTIL 
FURTHER NOTICE
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High Legh Pre-School

High Legh Pre-school is situated in High 
Legh School but for many years the Pre-
school operated from the Village hall. The 
children used the main hall and and had 
sole use of the upstairs room. 

On 29th January we would like to 
invite everyone to a special afternoon 
tea at the Village hall to celebrate our 
45th anniversary. We will be serving 
soup, sandwiches, cakes galore and 
refreshments to raise funds for Pre-
school. Doors open at 11.30am – 
2.30pm. Please do come and join us 
and let us take you back to yester year, 

particularly if you previously worked at the Preschool or served on the Committee. We would 
especially like to see any ‘children’ who have attended the Preschool and hear what you have 
been up to since leaving us.

The highlight of last term has to be our Nativity performance. Most of our children are just 
3 years old and it was amazing to see them sitting for 20 minutes singing, saying lines and 
playing instruments whilst 60 plus adults sat and watched them. We were all so proud of them! 
We managed to raise £400 too, congratulations go to R. Jones who won the bottle 
of champagne.

Can I take this opportunity to say thank you for all the lovely cards, gifts and chocolates that the 
staff received this Christmas. We have a fantastic team at preschool and all of the staff really 
enjoy what they do but it is really nice to hear that the children enjoy their time with us too.

Happy New Year and here’s to another successful fundraising year at Pre-school so we can 
continue to provide fantastic resources and opportunities for the little people of the village.

If you would like your child to attend preschool please do get in touch. We are currently open 
Monday – Thursday 9.05am-3.20pm and Friday 9.05am-12.05pm. Funding is available for 
some eligible 2 year olds and all 3 and 4 years olds. We have limited availability at present for 2 
year olds but places are available for all sessions for 3 and 4 year olds.

Yvonne Edwardson 01925 751584  
nursery@highlegh.cheshire.sch.uk          www.highleghpreschoolnursery.co.uk

45tH
Anniversary 
Celebration
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The PTA has had another busy start to the new school year and 
throughout the Winter term has held events to raise funds for the school 
and social events for the children. In the autumn we collected 2.1 tonnes of apples and 
produced many litres of delicious apple juice, which are available to buy from Abbey Lees 
Farm shop or the school office. The Fashion and Fizz night was a new event this year and 
was a huge success and we hope all those that attended enjoyed it as much as we did. 
We would like to thank all those that have attended events and supported us. This year we 
are working with the school and hope to improve the playground area by funding new play 
equipment and improving the outdoor environment for the children.

Coming up, in the Spring term we are working with the Community Association on 5th March 
at the High Legh 10K event. We will sell refreshments; homemade cakes, bacon or sausage 
baps and drinks, as well as running a chocolate tombola. Anyone who wants to get involved 
by donating cakes or helping out on the day please contact us, all offers of help are gratefully 
received. Please come along to support the runners and buy tasty treats. This is a fantastic 
community event.

Our next social event will be The Brain Teaser and Boogie Night on 24th March held at High 
Legh Primary School. This is a great night and lots of fun. As well as having a chance to test 
the old grey matter you can let your hair down and have a boogie too!! Tickets will go on sale 
a few weeks before and will be available from the school office. Look out for the poster in the 
notice boards.

If you want to get involved with the PTA, have any fund raising ideas or want tickets to come 
to events please contact us on Dana: 07952264879 or Jane: 07815474235. Dana Thompson 
& Jane Ansell Co- chairs of HLPS PTA.

High Legh School PTA

Principle - 
Joanne (ISTD Cert Ed)

07732 819984
jt.dance@hotmail.co.uk

High Legh Village Hall
West Lane,
Knutsford,
WA16 6LR

Fun  -  Inspiring  -  Imaginative
Dance classes

Ballet TAP Modern JAZZ
Tuesdays
2-2.45pm Baby Ballet (2 1/2yrs - 4 yrs)
4-5pm Beginners Ballet & Top (Receptions)
5-6pm Pre-Primary Ballet/Tap & Modern (Yr 2s)

Saturdays
9-9.30am Little Bear Feet (18months - 2 1/2yrs)
9.45-10.30am Baby Ballet (2 1/2 - 4 yrs) 
10.30-11am Funky Jazz
11-12pm Pre-Primary Ballet/Tap & Modern (Yr 1s)



©High Legh Community Association 2017          Page 13©High Legh Community Association 2017          Page 12 

For more information contact Trish (01925-754787) 

or just turn up - EVERYONE WELCOME

High Legh Non-Denominational
Prayer Breakfast

Croissants, Tea, Coffee and an opportunity to pray together

First Saturday in every month,

High Legh Village Hall, 7.45-8.45 am

 Living in the fast lane? Busy weekend ahead?
 Problems / Concerns? Need a pick-me-up?

Something to be thankful for?
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FREE SURVEY

For more information call 07823 550973 or 
email mark@meredesignandprint.co.uk

High quality 
external signs 
to combat the 

elements

Add your 
company 
logo for a 

professional 
look

GET NOTICED THIS WINTER
Have you got something to shout about? 
Does your signage need refreshing?

•  External /Internal Signs 
•  Engraved Signs
•  Swing Signs
•  External Light-boxes 

•  Free standing signs 
•  Flags 
•  Vinyl Banners
•  Pop-Up Banners

breathing fresh life into your brand
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2016 has been another good year for the observatory. Although clear nights seem to have 
been in rather short supply, the observatory has been open on Friday evenings, when clear, 
for our regular observing sessions. One highlight was 8th May, a beautifully sunny day, 
when we were able safely to observe the transit of Mercury across the Sun over a period 
of 7 hours. We had visitors from far and wide who came to view this rare event. Two new 
acquisitions help in this respect; a Herschel wedge which allows solar observing in white light 
through the 6” Meade ‘scope, and a special hydrogen alpha telescope for viewing the Sun’s 
activity in this particular wavelength. This shows up prominences and solar flares.

In 2016 topics for our talks on the second Thursday of each month have ranged from 
historical aspects to visually stunning astro images, with contributions from invited speakers 
and our own members. These have been fascinating, well supported and provided income 
for the observatory.

For 2017 we have Dr Sarah Crowther who will be talking about the NASA Genesis mission 
on January 12th, Prof. Rob Jeffries on “Gravitational Waves – Einstein’s Messengers” 
on February 9th and Prof. Mike Bode on “The Liverpool Telescope – a giant robotic 
eye on the sky” on March 9th These will be at St John’s Church Room starting at 7:30. 
Admission £3 under 18’s free. Please do come along, all are welcome.

If skies are clear the observatory will be open on Friday nights from about 8PM. Admission is 
free – donations welcome. The observatory is also open during Abbey Leys Farmers Markets 
on the first Sunday of each month. Do call in and have a look round. 

Thank you to all of you who have supported us over the year. We look forward to 
seeing you again. Remember – this is a community facility open to all, irrespective 
of age or ability. For more information see our website  
www.highlegh-communityobservatory.com                     

John Anderson
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D. & P.M. SHELDON
White House Dairy

Knutsford
Milk & Dairy Produce

and Newspapers delivered
daily to your door.

Also, Pet Food & Accessories.
All at amazing prices

Tel. 01565  
634509

ORCHARD SERVICE STATION
SERVICING & REPAIRS

MOT TESTING CRYPTON TUNING
EXHAUSTS FITTED FREE

WARRINGTON ROAD
By the Bears Paw

Tel: 01925 755516

Fitted Kitchens 
Bedrooms, Studies 

Fitted Lounge 
Furniture

Suppliers of Fitted 
Furniture to 

High Legh Village Hall 

MARK TAYLOR 
07966 421195

marktaylorfurniture@gmail.com

MAN and VAN
•  Careful, Considerate Man with Transit Van

•  Courier Service - Full or Part Load
•  White Good, Motor Bikes, Furniture

•  Full or Part House Clearance
•  Licensed for Rubbish Removal

Phone Tom Ford 07747 415330

PAINTER & DECORATOR

GARY PERCIVAL
TEL: 01925 419009
MOB: 07970 252 001
garypercivaldecorators@gmail.com

JANUARY
Sat 7th Prayer breakfast Village Hall 7.45am
Sun 8th Story telling service – for young children 4.00pm  
 St John’s Church
Tue 10th WI - The story of the first mounted police lady  
 Village Hall 7.30pm
Thu 12th HLCO NASA Genesis mission, 7.30pm St John’s church
Wed 18th Youth Project 7.00 pm St John’s Room
Thu 19th Coffee and Friendship morning Village Hall 11.00am
Wed 25th Messy Church St John’s 3.45pm
Sun 29th Pre-school celebration afternoon tea – Village Hall from  
 11.30am – 2.30pm

FEBRUARY
Sat 4th Prayer Breakfast Village Hall 7.45am
Sun 5th Farmers Market Abbey Leys 10.00 am to 1.00 pm
Tue 7th Mothers Union St John’s Room 2.30pm
Wed 8th Youth Project 7.00 pm St John’s Room
Thu 9th HLCO – Prof. R Jeffries - Gravitational Waves – Einstein’s  
 Messengers 7.30pm St John
Tue 14th WI Village Hall Love Actually, Derek Paulson 7.30pm
Wed 15th Create and chat St John’s Room 2.30pm
 Messy Church St John’s 3.45pm
 Parish Lunch 12.30pm St John’s Church Room
Fri 17th Film and Fellowship 6pm St John’s Church Room
Sun 19th Bowling Club AGM Village Hall
Tue 28th Deadline for submission of Grant Applications to HLCA

MARCH
Sat 4th Prayer Breakfast Village Hall 7.45am
Sun 5th Farmers Market Abbey Leys 10.00 am to 1.00 pm
 High Legh Robert Moffat Memorial 10K Race – 11.30am
 St John’s Story Telling Service 4.00pm
Mon 6th Parish Council Village Hall Upper Room 7.30pm
Tues 7th Mothers Union St John’s Church Room 2.30pm 

 

Hale Fish LTD 

Offers FREE DELIVERY on a wide variety of excellent fish, 

shellfish, sushi and game (when in season) and will be in 

your area Wednesdays after 5pm and Saturdays after 4pm. 

All orders are vacuum packed for sealed-in freshness.  

10% discount for all orders over £20. 

 
Please call 0161 929 7046 Tuesday-Saturday 8.30-3.30 

Card payment will be taken when orders are placed. 

 

Hale Fish LTD 

Offers FREE DELIVERY on a wide variety of excellent fish, 

shellfish, sushi and game (when in season) and will be in 

your area Wednesdays after 5pm and Saturdays after 4pm. 

All orders are vacuum packed for sealed-in freshness.  

10% discount for all orders over £20. 

 
Please call 0161 929 7046 Tuesday-Saturday 8.30-3.30 

Card payment will be taken when orders are placed. 

Wide variety of excellent fish, shellfish, 
sushi and game
Please call 0161 929 7046
Tuesday - Saturday 8.30-3.30  
Delivered Wednesdays after 5 and Saturdays after 4.00pm 
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LADIES AND GENTS 
HAIRDRESSERS

1a HIGH LEGH ROAD 
BROOMEDGE

Telephone:
01925 754484

PRIMROSE HILL 
NURSERIES

• Hanging baskets
• Planters, Tubs 

• Bedding Plants

Warrington Road 
High Legh

Telephone:
01925 752635

LOCAL ELECTRICIAN
NICEIC Registered

over 25 years in business
From a fuse in a house rewire.

No Job to small
Please ring Ben Entwistle

07763 400405

Donna L. Lowe M.Ch.S
State Registered Chiropodist

Telephone 
0161 928 5033

HOME VISITS BY APPOINTMENT

Interior and Exterior Decorator
DAVID S HOUGHTON
Plumbing, joinery and property repairs 

also undertaken

Tel: 0161 865 5865  Mob: 07803 007236
daveshoughton@gmail.com

Thu 9th HLCO Liverpool Telescope – a giant robotic eye on the   
 sky St John’s 7.30pm
Tue 14th WI Village Hall Thelwall Morris Men – Andrew White,   
 7.30pm
 Create and chat St John’s Room 2.30pm
Wed 15th Youth Project 7.00 pm St John’s Room
 Parish Lunch St John’s Church Room 12.30pm
Wed 22nd Messy Church St John’s 3.45pm
Fri 24th Brain Teaser and Boogie Night School PTA
Sat 25th Quiz at the Village Hall 7.30pm
Sun 26th DEADLINE for Spring Newsletter

APRIL
Sat 1st Prayer Breakfast Village Hall 7.45am
Sun 2nd Farmers Market Abbey Leys 10.00 am to 1.00 pm
 Start of the Summer Bowling Season – High Legh   
 Bowling Green Reopens
Mon 3rd Parish Council Village Hall Upper Room 7.30pm
Tue 4th Mother’s Union St John’s church 2.30pm
Tue 11th WI Village Hall - Dunham, the Grey area - Peter Braun   
 7.30pm
 Create and chat St John’s Room 2.30pm
Sun 16th Easter Sunday – start of Sunday Teas
Wed 19th Parish Lunch St John’s Church Room 12.30pm
Wed 26th Youth Project 7.00 pm St John’s Room
 Messy Church St John’s 3.45pm
 Scarecrow Workshop Village Hall 

MAY
Sat 6th  Prayer Breakfast Village Hall 7.45am
Sun 7th  Farmers Market Abbey Leys 10.00am to 1.00pm
Tue 9th  WI Village Hall 7.30pm
Sat 13th High Legh Scarecrow weekend
Sun 14th High Legh Scarecrow weekend
Wed 17th  Youth Project 7.00 pm St John’s Room
Mon 22nd Parish Council Village Hall Upper Room 7.30pm
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St John’s Church         (www.stjohnshighlegh.org.uk)

The first days of January are usually seen as a time for reflection. People look back on the 
events of the past year and, like Mary after the visit of the shepherds, ponder in their hearts 
what the coming year will bring. In Roman times the god Janus, from whom January gets 
its name, had two faces, one looking backward and the other forward. Every new year my 
newspaper publishes its columnists’ predictions in respect of business, social trends, finance, 
technology etc. Many people, believe that the vote last year to leave the EU and the election 
of Donald Trump as USA President has made predicting the future more difficult than usual.

Some commentators tell us that we are entering a period of great opportunity and that we 
should enthusiastically embrace the potential changes it may bring. Others predict that the 
events of the past year will have serious consequences for us all. Adding to the atmosphere 
of uncertainty is the claim that this is now a post-truth society in which people’s emotions and 
beliefs are more influential in shaping public policy than objective facts. False news stories 
spread through the medium of the internet can have an insidious influence on the choices 
that people make and what they believe about others. Who are we to believe? Should we 
adopt the words of Doris Day - ‘Whatever will be, will be. The future’s not ours to see’?

In spite of all this, some people look to the coming year with excitement and great 
expectation. There are the couples planning to marry during the year in our four churches. 
They are looking forward with keen anticipation to their big day. Then there are the couples 
expecting an addition to their family, their parents waiting eagerly to become grandparents. 
A few weeks ago one gentleman who will turn 100 this year proudly told me that he had just 
become a great great grandfather!

For others, however, the future is less bright. I think of those who are facing, or recovering 
from, operations. There are those who have lost loved ones and are having to adjust to new 
routines. Then there are those who are becoming increasingly limited by age and worrying 
about what the future holds for them. They may have hopes for the future, but the future is 
certainly not theirs to see. Yet all of us, wherever we are, whatever our situation, are entitled 
to have great expectations when it comes to the love of God for each of us. As he grew old 
and began to experience health issues late father-in-law used to say, “The days of my life are 
in the hands of God”. There was confidence in that assertion. He knew that, surrounded as 
he was by the love of God, even death was nothing to be afraid of.

So as we go into this coming year please have great expectations of God. If we put our 
trust in him and in his Son Jesus Christ then we can face the future, whatever it may hold, 
with confidence. 
Trish and Patricia join me in wishing you every blessing for 2017. Philip
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Philip Robinson   
01565 830595

Trish Cope   
01925 754787

   Messy Church, which meets, usually on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month in church at 3.45 p.m. includes 
stories about Jesus, activities and a meal. It is open 
to everyone of any age. On the second Sunday of the 
month, our service alternates between All-age Worship 

and Café Church which begins with breakfast together and 
provides an opportunity for discussion that aims to help us 
live out our Christian values in a complex world with difficult 

challenges. This year we are starting a story telling service 
for parents with young children at 4pm on 
the Second Sunday of the month.

If anyone would like to receive our monthly church magazine,  
please contact the clergy team or the Church wardens – or indeed 
anyone you know in church!

Abbey Leys
Farm Shop
Fresh Farm Food at it’s Best!
• Organic Free Range Eggs
•   Rich Brown Welsummer, Speckledy and White 

Leghorn Eggs
• Duck Eggs, pickled eggs

Home grown potatoes, fresh fruit and vegetables, preserves and Abbey Leys honey 
Farm Bakery - breads, cakes, sponges, fruit pies, beef pies, Farmhouse Cheshire Cheese,  
Butter, Milk, Lemon cheese, Farmhouse Ice cream

Opening Times: 10.00am-5.00pm Mon - Sat, Sun 10.00am-4.00pm

Abbey Leys Farmer’s Market
First Sunday of each month 10am to 2pm
Tim and Janet Harrison – 753465 Peacock Lane, High Legh
www.abbeyleys.co.uk

Forthcoming Events
Church Quiz 25th March
Mothers Union 1st Tuesday in the month 2.30pm
Create Chat and Coffee 2nd Tuesday 2.30pm
Parish Lunch 3rd Wednesday at 12.30pm
Film and fellowship 3rd Friday at 6pm (includes a meal)
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Happy New Year to you all - We are pleased to tell you that the Precept for 
2017/18 will remain the same. If you have suggestions about how our village can be 
improved please contact the Clerk.

Oak Tree planted to commemorate the Queen’s 90th Birthday - On 29th 
November we planted an oak tree to commemorate the 90th Birthday of HM Queen 
Elizabeth II. The Mayor of Cheshire East, Councillor Olivia Hunter, who is also our Ward 
Councillor, Lord and Lady Grey and Class 5 from High Legh School helped to plant it. High 
Legh Parish Council are very grateful to Michael Hulton, a High Legh resident, who donated 
the tree and prepared the ground ready for planting.

HS2 Crewe to Manchester - The Government has announced its preferred route and 
is consulting on some changes and on property schemes. The consultation runs until 9th 
March. Further details are at: www.gov.uk/hs2.

New Fire Station and Safety Centre near Lymm Services - Construction of 
Cheshire Fire and Rescue Services new Fire Station and Safety Centre is progressing well 
and should be completed by the beginning of March. The end of the building closest to 
Poplar Park will be the base for a small team of full-time firefighters, not only able to respond 
to local emergencies but also with specialist skills for more challenging rescues county-wide. 
They will be able to practice their rope rescue techniques in a unique indoor double-height 
training space and on a tower in the rear station yard.

The circular section of the building will be known as Safety Central, Cheshire’s first and only 
safety and life skills education centre. Run by a small team of fire and rescue service staff, it 
will provide programmes to schools, youth and community groups, new parents, older people 
and anyone else who needs support to stay safe at home, on the road or in the community. 
Sessions, which must be pre-booked, will take place in an impressive indoor village complete 
with life-sized house, urban street scene, canal, country lane, farmyard, police station, court, 
e-safety lab and even its own (mock) railway station. The village will surround a spacious 
multi-function area at the core of the building, ideal for community meetings and events. Mark 
Shone, Safety Central Manager, said: “Although open to groups across Cheshire, Halton and 
Warrington, we want our centre to become a real part of the community of High Legh and 
Lymm. Once fit-out is complete, we’ll be running a number of open days so residents can see 
what we have to offer. We’ll also be getting out and about in the coming months promoting 
our volunteer scheme, open to anyone who wants to gain new skills or simply help us deliver 
important safety messages.” For further information, visit www.safetycentral.org.uk

Subscribe to our email updates by emailing clerk@highleghparishcouncil.gov.uk
Next Meeting: Monday, 6 March then 3 April - check the web calendar for updates.  

Meetings start at 7.30 p.m. in the Upstairs Meeting Room. All welcome.
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A556 Update from Costain

Before Christmas, drivers benefitted from improved, safer journeys as the new free-flow 
arrangements with the M56 opened for the first time. This was a key milestone for the 
project, and a major step towards opening the new road. With the bulk earth works and 
structures now complete, the main work focuses on re-aligning side roads to connect with the 
new road layout.

Once the new road is open, there is a programme of works to de-trunk the current A556 
Chester Road. This involves reducing the carriageway to single lanes and providing non-
motorised user facilities for pedestrians, cyclists and horse riders. This is expected to take 
approximately seven months to complete. We would like to thank the local community for 
their ongoing patience and co-operation.

Full details of roadworks and diversion routes are available at:
www.highways.gov.uk/roads/road-projects/a556-knutsford-to-bowdon-

improvement https://www.facebook.com/a556knutsfordtobowdon/

Road Safety - We are aware of many concerns that have arisen especially following the 
use of West Lane as one of the main diversion routes during the works improving the A556/
M56. We continue to strive for improved enforcement and are pushing Cheshire East Council 
to improve the road safety in the village, especially once the A556 works are complete.

Dog Owners - Dog poo is an unpleasant issue for the village. There are waste bins around. 
Please bag your dog’s poo and use the bins provided or take it home.

Policing - Please report anything suspicious to the CAT team on 101, or dial 999 in an 
emergency. Police officers are carrying out regular speed enforcement on West Lane as 
well as our Speedwatch Group who operate the SID on West Lane.PCSO Gary Fulton has 
been patrolling outside High Legh School trying to help with the parking issues. He can be 
contacted on knutsford.npu@cheshire.pnn.police.uk.

Cllr Gail Coenen (Chairman) 07557 678977 Mrs Doreen Walker (Clerk) 01925 754818  
www.highleghparishcouncil.gov.uk

As we enter the New Year, the team 
constructing the A556 Knutsford to Bowdon 
dual carriageway is focussed on ensuring 
that the new road is ready to be open to the 
travelling public by the end of March.
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High Legh Womens Institute
The AGM was held in November. During the evening 
thanks were given to the President, committee members 
and the helpers who gave their time willingly. Members 
were pleased to learn that Jean Evans has agreed to 
continue as President in 2017. The Craft Group produced 
scarves; cushions; and other craft. Jams; cakes and many other items were also on sale. A 
substantial amount was raised towards the Denman College appeal. Janis Brind ensured we 
went home smiling, as she told us a seasonal joke, from our New Zealand friends.

Bluebell Cottage Gardens 
Our October guest speaker was Sue Beesley from 
Bluebell Cottage Gardens in Dutton. The garden is 
situated in a quiet lane with links to paths along the 
Trent and Mersey Canal and the River Weaver. Sue 
won the BBC Gardener of the Year in 2006. Shortly 
after taking over what were rather neglected gardens, 
she was thrown in at the deep end, when told she 
was due to open as part of the Yellow Book Gardens 
scheme. There was no getting out of it. Dates had been 
published in the Yellow Book and the Vice President told Sue she would have to do her best; 
explain the situation to visitors and give them tea and cake. Since then she has transformed 
the garden. It has grown in size and beauty, well worth a visit.

Members who attended the Cheshire Federation autumn meeting enjoyed the talk by guest 
Angela Rippon. She gave an enthusiastic presentation telling the audience how she had 
wanted to be a photo journalist but was head hunted into television. A fluent speaker, she 
regaled members with anecdotes, including her experience with Eric and Ernie. Now, aged 
72, she is busier than ever.

Recent Outings & Theatre Visits 
In October a visit to Bletchley Park was arranged with a visit to Kedleston Hall, a spectacular 
18th Century mansion near Derby. Both were interesting venues and provided an enjoyable 
outing. In November members went to the Brindley Theatre to see the musical “Oliver”. It 
was performed by a Liverpool Drama Group and the children in the show were fantastic. All 
agreed it was an entertaining evening. Events organiser, Marilyn Ridler has further outings in 
the pipe line for next year.

Regular Activities 
The usual activities continue into the winter months. The ramblers walked around Lymm dam 
and along the canal, with a stop for lunch. The craft group get together in the church hall 
on the 4th Tues of the month. Members of the book club have been reading “The Beautiful 
Mystery” by Louise Penny; an intriguing tale set in a monastery. The darts players meet in 
“The Jolly Thresher” on a Monday. They are through to the next round of the WI Cheshire 
county competition.
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The Christmas Party 
There was one item left on the agenda as the end of the year approached – the Christmas 
party. The event was held at the Lymm Hotel and there was a lively atmosphere from the 
start as the room buzzed with chatter and Christmas cards were exchanged. Our own ‘in 
house’ entertainers have a reputation for providing a variation on a theme, and their unique 
performance of Swan Lake did not disappoint. This year we were treated to not one but 
two delights. Two sheep appeared on stage. They related the story of the Nativity as seen 
through their eyes. Unfortunately one of the sheep got over excited and was heard Baa-ing 
all the way home on the coach.

If you would like to attend the monthly meetings and join in the varied activities do come 
along and join us. The meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of the month in High Legh 
Village Hall at 7.30pm. Visitors and newcomers are always welcome.

Val Challis 754271

2017 Meetings 
We now look forward to the interesting events and meetings planned for next 
year. The following guest talks have been arranged :- 

January 10th The story of the 1st mounted police lady Karen Corcoran
February 4th Love Actually Derek Paulson
March 14th Thelwall Morris Men Andrew White
April 11th Dunham, the grey area Peter Braun
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High Legh Bowling Club
High Legh Bowlers wish that all readers of the magazine have had a happy and safe 
Christmas and are looking forward to 2017.

The outdoor bowling season finished with a flourish, in that members enjoyed another 
successful Away Day at Christleton followed by the Club Team Trophy competition on home 
ground. The Away Day provided plenty of friendly competition organised for us by Norman 
Harrison, which was rounded off by a splendid three course dinner when the results for the 
day were announced. Congratulations to Pat Hirst as the overall winner and to Rac Rigby as 
runner up.

The Team Trophy was held on the day before the closure of the green. We were blessed 
with fine weather for the occasion and a good turnout. This is the second year that this 
competition has been run, and it looks to be becoming a firm fixture in our bowling calendar. 
It provides the only opportunity throughout the season for representatives of all our ten teams 
to get together and compete against each other. Honours this year went to our Knutsford 
Mens League A team represented by Neil Dolan and Allan Rawnsley, who had a convincing 
win against the runners up, our Knutsford Friday evening A team represented by Bob Brown 
and David Readitt. Whether we should have some form of handicapping in 2017 and how 
this might work is something that is open for debate.

The league results achieved for 2016 were:-
Knutsford and District Ladies Bowling League; Division 2 3rd place.
Norley and District Bowling League Sect 3 High Legh A 4th ;Sect 5 High Legh B 9th.
Knutsford Friday Bowling League Div 1 High Legh A 7th; Div 2 High Legh B 9th.
Knutsford Bowling League Div 3 High Legh A 5th; Div 5 High Legh B 2nd.
Trafford Evening Bowling League Division 2 6th
Knutsford Veterans Bowling League High Legh finished 4th.

The Presentation evening was again enjoyed by many of the members as well as providing 
an opportunity to recognise the achievements of members in the various club and League 
competitions.  

SPORT
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However the cessation of activity on the green, the start of the annual maintenance 
programme and the tidying up in the clubhouse does not mean that many of our bowlers 
have gone to ground until the next season. Indeed there is considerable activity with indoor 
bowling. Bowling in the Village Hall on Wednesday afternoons and evenings continues to be 
popular, the latter being more competitive than social and

where “points mean prizes”. The team entered in the Cheshire Villages League started 
well and despite a dip of form latterly, have hopes of a fruitful start to 2017. We also have 
a team that plays at Northwich on a Monday night and a team involved in long mat bowling 
at Birchwood. One important date for all bowlers to put in their diary is February 19th. This 
year in particular there are important decisions to be taken at the AGM, and all members of 
the club are urged to attend.

High Legh Robert Moffat Memorial 10k – 10th 
Anniversary Race!
The 2017 High Legh Robert Moffat Memorial 10k Race will take place 
on Sunday, 5th March at 11.00am. The race is organised 
jointly by High Legh Community Association and Lymm Runners, and is 
very much a community event. 

The course is unchanged, starting and finishing at High Legh Primary 
School and mostly on quiet, flat country lanes and we will, of course, have our friendly and 
enthusiastic team of marshals and race organisers and free parking. We are keeping the 
improvements we made in the last two years – chip timing and the start/finish on the road 
outside the school. We will also have our superb goody bag thanks to local sponsors and we 
also include a superb technical T shirt.

The School PTA will again be providing great refreshments for sale – Hot and cold drinks, 
cakes, bacon butties and the like. We look forward to seeing you in March!

  
The 600 race places filled up in record time, but there is a waiting  
list in operation – if you can’t run, why not consider volunteering 
as a marshal?

Marshals are vital, for without them the race could not 
take place. In fact, it is only after the Race Director 
has received confirmation that all the Marshals are 
in position can he start the race. Feedback from both 
runners and observers say that our Marshals are some 
of the best in carrying out their duties and giving lots of 
encouragement. I should like to thank all the Marshals 
who participated in the 2016 race again and ask if you 
would consider being a Marshal in the 2017 race. I will 
contact you shortly to check if you are available. As ever, 
we are always looking for extra Marshals so if you would 
like to help (or know someone who might) please contact 
me, Joe Edwards on 01925 756303.
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High Legh Tennis Club
High Legh Tennis Club has had a fantastic Autumn Term with an increase in junior and 
senior playing members and many successful events held such as October Half Term and 
Christmas Tennis Camps and the eagerly anticipated “Spooky Night” in November.

The club is continuing to grow and offer a fantastic tennis experience for all. There will 
be many activities happening at the club over the coming months such as junior tennis 
tournaments, Adult American Doubles Tournaments and fun social events. The club will also 
be showing the 6 Nations Rugby matches with a tennis theme!!

The main tennis coaching programme (for all ages and abilities) is:  
Mon 16th Jan – Sat 1st Apr (No coaching from Mon 20th Feb – Sun 26th Feb) 
February Camps: Camp 1 - Mon 13/2 - Thu 16/2, Camp 2 - Mon 20/2 - Thu 23/2 
Easter Camps: CAMP 1 - Mon 3/4 - Thu 6/4, CAMP 2 - Mon 10/2 - Thu 13/4

www.highleghtennisclub.co.uk https://m.facebook.com/highleghtennisclubnews/: 
Emma Silcock - Head of Tennis: 07985 605565  Email: emmasilcock@mail.com

Tai Chi at High Legh Village Hall
For gentle exercise - to wake up the whole body from your head to your toes. Everybody can 
take part, men and women. You don’t need to be fit, indeed it can be particularly beneficial for 
people recovering from an illness or operation or those who simply want to move more easily. 
There are even exercises you can do sitting in a chair. No need for any special clothing – just 
wear something fairly loose..
Come to High Legh Village Hall on Thursday afternoon 3.45 to 4.45. 
Dr Xianglin will help you enjoy the health giving pleasures of Tai Chi. More details from  
Trish Adams 755983.

Friday morning at High Legh Village Hall from 9.30 to 10.30am. Contact Berni on
Mobile 07758 733312 email bernadettesumner9@gmail.com.

• FITNESS 
• FUN 
• ALL WELCOME Dancercise Please arrive  

10 minutes before 
9.30 am to register.
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S o  m u c h  m o r e  t h a n  a  g o l f  c l u b . . .

High Legh Park No1 for Golf Technology
Anybody who has visited the American Golf National Academy at High Legh Park over the 
last 6 months or so, will have noticed the Protracer technology in action at the driving range. 

The Protracer monitors each and every shot taken on 
the range giving instant feedback of distance, speed, 
height and angle. In addition there are daily longest shot 
and nearest the flag competitions and a facility to enable 
visitors to play competitions with their friends.

The technology is so advanced High Legh was only the 
3rd place in the UK to install the Protracer system and the 
first outside London. To further improve the system the 
ipad style monitors on each bay are being replaced with 
large full size monitors this January. The range is open 
daily until 9pm during the week and 7pm at weekends.

Free Golf for High Legh Residents 
High Legh Park Golf Club has opened a 6 hole ‘pitch & putt’ style course, which is designed 
with children and beginners in mind. The course has short fairways with extra large holes 
and a scenic setting. The club is now offering an opportunity for High Legh residents to use 
the new course free of charge. If you don’t have any clubs, don’t worry, you can loan use of 
children’s and adult clubs at no charge. No need to book, just turn up at the Academy with 
proof of local residency and you can try out the facility. Children must be accompanied by an 
adult on the course for safety purposes.

High Legh Park Golf Club News
Lee Westwood School arrives in High Legh
The Lee Westwood Golf School has moved its Northern 
Headquarters to High Legh Park. The golf school is widely 
regarded as one of the best private golf schools in the UK, 
providing full time education for 16 to 19 year old talented golfers. 
The course involves a Sports Science BTEC combined with 
comprehensive golf tuition over a 2 year course. Lee replaced 
Tiger Woods as the Worlds’ Number 1 golfer in 2010 and still 
continues to be a major golfing force and Ryder Cup player. High 
Legh is one of only 2 golf schools under his name.

Line Dance at the Village Hall
On Tuesday mornings Maureen can set you dancing. Beginners and intermediates welcome.  
For more details ring Maureen on 01925 759 630

Pilates at the Village Hall on Mondays at the Village Hall on Mondays from 
9.30 am contact Penny Fonteyn on 07925 591 894
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FOR ALL HALL BOOKINGS
For more information and bookings contact Helen Wright, 

Village Hall Manager on 07703 194052 or  
email highleghvhall@live.co.uk

Tango at High Legh Village Hall 
Classes on Tuesday evenings from 8pm. Contact Simon.auty@hotmail.co.uk

Appalation Dance 
Sunday evenings at the Village Hall new dancers and musicians welcome - contact 07930 
912109, email cathj123@hotmail.com

West Coast Swing at High Legh Village Hall 
Weekly classes on Thursday evenings from 8pm with a beginners class, freestyle dancing 
and then an improvers class. For more details see www.dancejunkies.co.uk/styled-2/
index.html

Children’s classes include BABY BALLET AND TAP for 3-4 year olds in the Village Hall on 
Tuesdays. An additional set of classes has started on Saturday mornings. Contact Joanne 
Turner jt.dance@hotmail.co.uk (ad on page 12).

Bridge Club at High Legh Village Hall 
contact Audrey Greaves, Chairwoman 0161 904 0120.

LOCAL SERVICES
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LOCAL SERVICES

VACUUM   CLEANER 
SERVICE  &  REPAIR 

SERVICE                                                                                         £30 
MOTOR REPLACEMENT  (DEPENDING ON MODEL QUOTED FIRST)     FROM        £50 
REWIRE                                                         FROM            £20 
 Lamps rewired                                             FROM       £15     

FILTERS, BAGS AND BELTS ALSO SUPPLIED 
Small electrical repairs quoted 

COLLECT AND DELIVER  £5 
CALL GED ON  07884382830 
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David Blake
Window & Gutter Cleaning

Mob: 07710 969327
15 Oakfield Avenue, 
Knutsford WA16 8JB 

• Lawns and borders
• Edges and hedges
• Patios, drives and gutters
• Garden makeovers
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